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Commander’s Message 
 

It’s been another great year in the 5CR. 
Recruitments are up, our finances are in 
very good shape, and, I think, moral is very 
good. It’s what every organization wants to 
achieve. So what’s our secret formula? It’s 
you! When you participate, the Regiment 
grows and gains respect from your fellow 
members, other groups and especially from 
the public (Potential Members). When you 
step forward and volunteer your time to 
help out, you set a good example to new 
members and keep the 5CR going. 

Sincere THANKS! to all that participated 
in this years events.  

At a few events we had almost 30 
members! Let’s keep recruiting and br
those numbers up even m

ing 
ore. 

My position as commander is coming to a 
close and our new commander and board 
members, whoever they may be, will have 
my full support, as I have had over the 
years. 

See you all next year! 

Tom Traue 

5CR Commander  

Happy Holidays from the Board. 
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Campaign 2003 

   Annual Meeting  

  George Washington Ball 

  Ridgefield  

  Memorial Day Parade $$ 

  New Hartford Ceremony  $$ 

  School show 

 29th  Monmouth BAR/CL show 

  New Gate Prison (tentative) $$ 

 

 Show – An educational weekend 
expect a very good turnout and very 
ic attendance after this year’s BAR 
will be just the 5CR doing what we do 
eat place to recruit and it is second 
ber, Keith Jones, home town. He is 
nator for this event and we look 
 working with him once again.  

ll – TBA We need to find a location 
ars ball and type of dinner.  Contact 
en Johnson with ideas.  



 

Toni has agreed to remain on as commissar.  
We all like to eat at events, but for those in 
the kitchen this translates to an ever 
increasing work load.  While the ladies closed 
out the year at Saratoga with many hands 
pitching in, the help from ALL is lacking in 
this area.  The ladies have skills to 
demonstrate other than cooking and they 
should have the opportunity to display them.  
Any man is welcome to cook at any event, so 
come on you girly men and don those aprons.  
In closing, its been an honor to be adjutant for 
these last 2 years.  I thank Trish Soucy for the
pasting of these written words and those of 
others.  As of now Tom Castrovinci looks to 
take this important position and keep our far 
flung group connected.  He is well liked and a 
very capable fellow.  Free at last……..thank 
God free at last…………… 
 

 
 
From the board:  a new policy in the 
distribution of powder was voted on in 
November.  It is as follows:  all powder will be 
sold at cost to the members in good standing.  
No change here.  Your free can will be issued 
AFTER you have completed 2 paid 5th event 
programs in a given year.  The need to 
increase our paid show attendance and 
income follows on the tighter economic 
climate currently.  Many sites are holding the 
line on event spending and we can expect 
difficulties in this income generating segm
of our budget.  We need the members to fall 
out at paid events more than ever.  Most o
you already do meet this new requiremen
Because there’s no one person held 
accountable for this issuance change just the 
general board, good luck tracking down the 
geniuses behind it!   

ent 

f 
t.  

 
 
Please Note:  All roster information changes 
must go to Paul.  Not the Commander or 
Adjutant. 

 

From the Adjutant’s Desk 
 
To the membership; we’ve had what all 
are calling a great year in the field and in 
the board room.  New members are 
displaying their enthusiasm and 
commitment.  Not to mention moving into 
board positions in 2003!  Veterans are 
rolling up their sleeves with increased 
show attendance and their physical labor 
at events.  These old salts keep the 5th’s 
administration oiled and running on all 8 
cylinders.  2002 left no event lacking in 
member support.  Ridgefield, Newgate, 
Sherman, West Point and Saratoga.  All 
opportunities to teach, share, laugh and 
bring history to young and old alike.  
Lifting it off the pages and making 
history ourselves, as we continue to move 
the 5th into the future with a dedicatio
that rival’s past companies.  While 
meeting a great past commander, Al 
Lamb recently, (the last of the antique 
show commanders, p

n 

 
 

oor soul), our own
5th’s timeline was reminisced.  They were
busy people, we are to.  They were 
unselfish with their time, we are to.  They 
formed friendships lasting years, as we do 
now.  And on and on the 5th CR fo
ahead.  Al’s impressed that we continue 
on and found us on the BAR web site.  
He’s a first class guy and his bride is 
terrific. For those that knew him, he 

rges 

r unit as it 
pertains to the kitchen staff. 

hasn’t changed one bit.  
One piece of business that needs to be 
addressed is the growth in ou
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5CR board minute meetings:  Nov. 4, 2002. 
 
Treasurers Report:  dues to be collected by 
March 1st (in bylaws), shift some 5cr 
investments, SLOW DOWN nonessential 
spending, and find ways to save administration 
costs.  Report approved. 
   
Quartermaster’s Report:  returns of loaned out 
materials,  need to revive buttons and balls 
sales (Tom Angels),  spare tire and mountain 
bracket (Tony), roof rack for tent poles (Tony), 
sale of remaining 5CR shirts, powder purchase 
for 2003.       Report accepted. 
 
Old business:  tent markings, “DAMN YOU” 
who cares? , instructional video (due 2006, how 
about helping the sergeant on this one guys?), 
Steve Johnson’s quoted as saying “throw me a 
freaking bone huh?”  New PO Box: PO Box; 
644, Meriden Ct. 06450, thanks to Tom2. 
 
New business:  Annual Banquet? Getting 
Bylaws on web page, (accomplished, Paul, you 
da man), return to the phone tree usage to aid 
in event planning AND every show to have its 
own coordinator.  Coordinator is necessary for  
a liaison person, event planning and food co-
ordination and directions.  New powder 
issuance program (you’ll love this one!). 
 
Meeting adjourned to mutton and madeira.  
HUZZA! 
 
BAR and the 5TH CR.   
Excuuuuuuse  Meeeeeeee.  Guess who’s a big 
shot now?  Not the WWE rev war gang, not 
even Grout man.  It’s our own Gene Frechette 
nominated for BAR National Board Member at 
Large position.  This is great news for this unit 
and Gene.  It puts the 5th in the minds of the 
Bar, its fellow board members and units.  After 
the great Ridgefield event (special thanks to 
Tom2 and Joe) the 5th is on the map in this 
hobby.  Congratulations to Gene and his 
commitment to re-enactors!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
The Nomination Committee has a message 
to the membership.  This year’s slate is 
now complete as far as volunteers to this 
roster.  If anyone would like to nom
themselves or another, contact Paul 
Carmen and it will be entertained at the 

inate 

Annual Meeting on January 19th.  The 
individuals as follows are; 
 
Commander……………Steve Johnson 
Deputy Commander….Tom Traue 
Paymaster……………...Paul Carmen 
Adjutant………………..Tom Castrovinci 
Quartermaster………...Joe Hukill 
Commissar……………..Toni Johnson 
          Assistants……….April Carmen 

    Trish Soucy 
Members at Large….....Tom Ouellette    

                            Jesse Effros 
                            Tony Bruno 

 
Field NCO’s 
     currently running, vote in February 
 
     Sergeant ………….Steve Johnson 
     Corporal ………….Jesse Effros 
                                     Paul Carmen   
 
 

 
 
According to Al Lamb, past 5th 
Commander, a throwing target made fro
a piece of willow tree is best.  Its high 
moisture content keeps the wood in a soft 
state and allows the hatchet to penetra

m 

te 
easily. 
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Annual Meeting Information: 
This years Annual Meeting will again be held at the 
Newtown Library, on January 19th, Sunday 2:00.  
All members are needed to advise the board on the 
direction and future of the 5th.  Shows will be 
discussed, brief reports made (very brief!), and all 
ideas to improve the organization will be 
entertained.  All borrowed clothing should be 
returned as well as any 5CR artifacts at this time. 
The vote for the NEW BOARD will be held also.  It’s 
fun and great to share an afternoon together men 
and ladies alike.  Light Refreshments served.    
FOR YOUR ADDED PLEASURE…OUR VERY 
OWN AND FIRST MEMBERSHIP ARTIFACT 
SHOW!  It will be held after the meeting and all 
members are encouraged to bring their items in.  
Any condition or era is welcomed.  Tom2, Tom1, 
Paul and others have items.  Our very own Phil 
Mead will bring in Joseph Plumb Martin signed 
documents and MORE!  So bring in your table 
blankets and spread out. 
Thanks to Paul for this “show up for this meeting” 
clincher. 

 
 

Read this or become a slave! 
Check out BAR courier’s article concerning black 
powder restrictions.  Help them and yourself as they
ask, or we will lose our god given rights.  The 
powerful are shameless in their efforts to disarm us. 
This backdoor and NON legislative means employed 
speaks of their lack of respect for the Constitution. 
“Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God!”  Just one
man’s opinion. 

 

New history web site: Info@historysite.org or 
www.historysite.org  
 
 
Commander Traue says:  over the winter please 
read the Soldiers Manual and the Field Order of 
Discipline.  Written by our own Surgeon Ed, during 
his administration, it will help all improve our drill, 
5CR history knowledge, and general interpretation.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paul would like to display an artifacts page to 
the web site.  Forward him photos or documents
to him for display. 
 
Tom 1 has found a new home for the 5th’s 
artifacts.  The centrally located Bristol 
Historical Society will house them in the near 
future.  This will be a safe home and they have 
spacious exhibiting halls. 
 
Camp Authenticity ~ You the Member 
New kegs and a new ladle added to the kitchen 
inventory.  Now the meat of the issue.  With all 
the new members and future recruits some 
concerns have surfaced this year.   

1- Please use 18th century style vessels 
and containers at events.   

2- Hide all your modern camping “stuff” 
under blankets or in tents.  

3- Pick up during the day.  Not just your 
items but any found cast about.  This is 
for the safety of us and the public to 
prevent insurance claims.  

4- We will continue to use the 2 fly setups 
to aid in keeping the nonessential 
bodies out of the kitchen.  If you’re not 
cooking at that event, play in your own 
FLY! 

    
There is a small circle of vets that has come 
forward to say that our camp is sloppy at times 
compared to our peers.  Only individually can 
we correct this so please pitch in.   

  
On the subject………….. 
Some clothing items and accoutrements that we
are wearing will be revisited during the year.  
This to improve our period dress.  So be 
prepared to support your dress with some 
documentation or sources.  Hey, I don’t invent 
this stuff I just present it.  It’s a funny thing, 
but authenticity slips away quickly, however 
restoration takes tremendous effort. 
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Paymaster Notes 
 
Greetings once again from the 
Paymasters Table, I hope this finds 
you all well. I would like to address a 
few things in this message. First, 
financially we had a pretty good year, 
our paid shows brought in the much-
needed funds, that allowed us to meet 
all of our obligations as well as make 
some rather nice and much needed 
purchases. The future indeed looks 
bright. Second, Tom Traue and I are 
looking at ways in which we can put 
some of the regimental savings to 
work for us so we can earn more that 
the anemic 1% we are currently 
earning. Findings will be presented at 
a future meeting for discussion. If you 
have any recommendations in this 
area please contact Tom Traue or 
myself. Finally yes it is that time 
again; time to pay your dues. 
According to article II section D of the 
5CR bylaws “Dues shall be due and 
payable prior to the annual meeting. 
Members who are delinquent are 
ineligible to vote at the annual or any 
general meeting and will be suspended 
from membership if still delinquent by 
March 1st of the calendar year.” I will 
be mailing dues statements to all 
members in November with payment 
instructions. Remember pay your dues 
early and often! Thanks 
 

 
 
Website notes 
 
The web site continues to grow, and 
develop. The discussion board is 
getting more and more use. Recently I 
added the 5cr roster in the 
publications area, look for the Bylaws 
soon as well as other surprises. Photos 
from this years events in digital form 
are always welcome, please indicate 

where the photos was taken and any 
other narrative information you feel is 
needed. I reserve the right to make up 
goofy comments for them as well. If 
you have any images of period 
documents or equipment please 
consider writing up a description and 
sending to me. I would like to have a 
page devoted to 18th century/revwar 
antiques preferably 5th related, 
however all submissions are welcome. 
 

 
 
From the orderly book of Capt 
Bezaleel Beebe 
 

Bergin July 24 1776 
 
The guards as usual. The playing of 
cards being attended with Evil and 
Destructive consequences tis my 
Positive Orders that it immediately 
cease for which purpose it is Expected 
that the Officers will pay the strictest 
attention to the suppression of this 
and Every vice of a Criminal nature. 

   
 Philip B. Bradley Colonel 

 
 
 
Two Hundred Years Ago… 
 

September 21st, London – the blessed 
guardians of our Constitution, are now 
retiring to their several rural 
mansions, there to contemplate the 
victories they have gained over the 
liberties of a brave, and yet insulted 
people.  If we ask what hath been done 
this session? The true answer is, 
“everything that could promote the 
despotic views of the Crown; nothing 
that could secure the rights or 
privileges of the people.”  
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Greetings from the Regiments Quarter 
Master,  

Gentlemen:  The Board has voted to 
change the way we handle powder 
issue. Starting this year 2003, you will 
need to purchase any powder you may 
need for the season at the Annual 
meeting. ($10./can currently)  After you 
have attended two paid shows you will 
then be listed to receive a free can of 
powder. Those who do not meet the 
requirement will not be eligible, with 
exception to those misfortunate soldiers 
who are assigned to the invalid corps or 
have attendance with the Regimental 
Surgeon. Even in this case you won't be 
a need'en powder.  

5CR Equipment: I have received email 
from most of the membership on the 
loaned equipment in their possession. 
However, a few of the older members 
have not yet responded. Please take the 
time to respond as the Captain has 
promised the Drum Major he will be 
assigned the new cat of nine tails. 
Seriously, folks, I have everyone on 
record, I just need to hear that you still 
have it and the condition it is in.  

For all those soldiers and camp 
followers, thank you for replying in a 
timely manner.  WE had a good season 
and even with all the hard work, we 
still had fun and a lot of memorable 
events. I really enjoyed serving with all 
my fellow re-enactors.  

Truly from my heart, your most humble 
servant,  

Joe Hukill    

 

What an opportunity! 

Paul and Tom1 had an opportunity that 
has never presented itself before.  They 
attended the Gun Show in Auburn 
Massachusetts 3 weeks ago at the 
invitation of George Neuman and Phil 
Mead.  Their hands held first and 
second Model Brown Bess’s and 
Charly’s .  The comparisons were made 
to our contemporary weapons and much 
excitement was experienced. The 
weight of these weapons, and stock and 
furniture size was unbelievable!  Also 
present were various American made 
muskets, pistols and swords.  Canteens, 
Drums, Bayonets, Knives, Headgear 
and Documents.  And 95% of these 
items were handled by them.  Mysteries 
were unraveled and discovers made!  
These are first class men and ladies 
who love their hobby and sharing the 
stories behind their collecting and the 
piece’s history.  To top off the afternoon 
George’s lecture on American edged 
weapons was beyond enlightening.  His 
attempts to bring and share the 
knowledge of re-enactors, collectors and 
museum curators together for the sake 
of   preserving Americana is honorable.  
Tom1 has joined this organization to 
revisit these exhibits and become more 
educated.  He will then bring back to 
our unit the knowledge gained to help 
us in accuracy with demonstrations.  
Anyone interested in the opportunities 
offered by this group or would like to 
attend a meeting call Tom1 or Phil.  By 
the way the re-enactors that were 
present (about 10, and a BAR Board 
Member) were warmly received by the 
organization.  When you see Paul again, 
ask him what he saw, held and AIMED!  
His eyes were as big as golf balls!   
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